News Release - 1993-06-30 by De la Garza, E.
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - 
General News Releases Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers 
6-30-1993 
News Release - 1993-06-30 
E. De la Garza 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzageneralnews 
Recommended Citation 
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - General News Releases, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of 
Texas – Rio Grande Valley 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at 
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - General 
News Releases by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact 
justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu. 
KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS-------------:--_.
news release
DE LA GARZA STRESSES COLONIAS FUNDING STILL ALIVE AND VOWS TO HAVE IT
HE-EARMARKED; POINTS TO USDA FUNDING APPROVED FOR THE AREA
WASHINGTON, June 30--South Texas Congressman Kika de 1a Garza Wednesday
stressed that $80 million in funding for co10nias on the Mexican border is
still alive and can still be earmarked for the area, and emphasized that
a separate $25 million was approved Tuesday for the co10nias in a Department
of Agriculture appropriation.
"The money is still in there and it is simply a matter of getting it
re-earmarked," de la Garza said of the $80 million, which has now been included
in a $500 million sum for "hardship" communities. "The Environmental Protection
Agency is authorized by law to spend this money on the co10nias."
Though the general appropriations for the co10nias must be re-earmarked,
de 1a Garza won $25 million in funding for the co10nias through the 1994
funding bill for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. That funding will improve
basic water services and will alleviate the public health risks in those
communities. Funding for co10nias will also be considered by a Senate
subcommittee chaired by Sen. Barbara Mikulski, D-Md.
"These citizens need help, II de 1a Garza said. "They are living in worse
conditions than even the worst of Third World countries."
Efforts to improve the conditions of the co10nias of South Texas have
been ongoing for several years, as authorized in 1987 by the Rio Grande
Pollution Correction Act. Most do not have sewage systems and some do not
have water systems. In 1990, it was estimated that there are more than 800
colonias on the Texas-Mexico border with nearly 120,000 residents.
1f 1f 1f
'------U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515------
